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‘million in the last five years before 2002 on

GAO 2002).
-allowing fish passage at Columbia River dams (there arve

‘hatcheries).

the Pauﬁa Nerthwest is not a g(}z)d one..

SRR T

strategy.

-stoci.
spz“ea(i their risk“

E Between 1982 and 2002, $3.3 billion were spent by the
_ US Federal Government on salmon and steelhead resto-

ration and conservalion in the lower 48 slates (United
States GAD 2002).
involved in this effort estimated spending ancther $302

In addition, the 11 federal agencies

“modifica

' :'tiens to mission-related projects that benefited, but were

aot specifically directed at salimon and steelhead” (U S
The majority of these funds were spent on

over 18 mainstem dams and 150 hydroelectric projects

- iin the Columbiay and hatchery operations {more than 30

- Has this massive investment of public

- cresources resulted in healthier wild salimon stocks?
Unfortunately, no. Since the first dams were construct-
";:*d in the 19305, 73 stocks of wild salmon have gone

cextinet in the Columbia River basin alone (Augerol

VICETSMIOEFE D T 2005). At least 12 salmon ESUs or evolutionary signifi
‘cant units are now listed on the US Endangered Specics

Act (NGAA- NMFES)., Wild salmon populations are now
at 5% of their historical abundance in the lower 48 states
(Lackey 2006}, The picture of wild salmon htdiﬁ‘} ACTRES

“The problem for wild salmon does not just stem from
Sdamis or urbanization or pellution, although these all

have an impact. The problem also stems from the way

‘we attempt to conserve saimon in the US. The Wild Sab
. mon Cenler believes that the currenl salmon conserva-

tion practice in the US of focusing the most resources on
restoring the most threalened populations i3 o lesing
Instead, we should reflocus our efforts on pro-
tecting the Lisi best salmon pa;;mé:ztmns, dmi their river

ghdbm

A wood analogy is like investing in the stock markel

Instead of investing our money in the most risky siocks

ORI C OB R s e ‘with the lowest relurn, we should be investing in higher

value stocks with a guaranteed rate of relurn. A good

~salmon river can be compared to a high performing

Furthermore, salimon conservationists should 7
E}v Wm‘king to pmifzd salmon ecosys-
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‘best salmon ecosystems of the North

“cies of Pacific salmons
2 owest Kamchatlka,

‘across the North Pacific, -

" bol of healthy rivers

s oegsta, For more

The Wild Salmen Center belleves in a good investiment,
“That is why we identify, research, and protect that last,

That is
why we are working with the Uniled Nations Develop-

“acific,

ment Programme and the Russian Government to creale
sa 800,600-acre wildlife refuge that protects all seven spe-

the Kol River Salmon Sanctuary

Thal is why we work with local resi-

-~ denis in the Olympic Peninsula west of Seattle to pur-

lasi best wild salmon runs in the lower 48 siates.

Why do we do this? To us, salmoen play many roles. Sal

mon are a source of jobs for coastal {ishing communities

They are a cultural icon lor

numerous indigenous people, from the Makah to the
“Aidnu.
gered eagles and threatened bears.

Salmon are keystone species thal feed endan-
Salmon are a svm-
and of a positive relationship bet
ween humans and nature.  Salmon remind us where we

Eive. Indeed author 'i"ime{hv Egan even defined the

Note:

The Wild Salmon Centerls mission is lo identify, undersiand

and protect the best wild salimon ecosystems of the Pacific Rim.

We devise and implement practical stralegies, based on the

i - best science, to protect forever these extraordinary places and
their biodiversity,

The Center has a stall of 25 people with
olfices in Porlland, Oregan, and Moscow and Kamchatka, Bus-
mfﬂrmamn see our we}}»ate WWW w&EdsaEnmn—
cepler.org. o e e e ol

chase Hoh River flood plain land so we can protect the
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